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STATEMENT OF THEHONORABLE CURT WELDON
CHAIRMAN, SUBCOMMITTEE ON RESEARCH AND
DEVELOPMENT

Thisafternoon, the Military Research and Devel opment Subcommittee meetsin open sessionto
receivetestimony on KGB operationsand on Soviet-eraand contemporary Russian threat perceptions.
What we are about to hear today will prove, | expect, to be some of the most startling testimony ever to be
received by the United States Congress. Thelir testimony isnot just about history but, | believe, hasprofound
implicationsfor understanding contemporary Russia, and for understanding thereal magnitude of thethreats
that we may facefromthat part of theworld.

We are honored to have with ustoday Professor Christopher Andrew and Oleg Gordievsky.

Professor Andrew, together with KGB defector Vasili Mitrokhin, haswritten animportant book—
The Sword and the Shield: The Mitrokhin Archive and the Secret History of the KGB. For decades,
Vasili Mitrokhin labored in the archives of the KGB, secretly taking noteson KGB operations. When he
defected to the West, Mitrokhin had several trunksfull of material cribbed fromthe KGB archives. Itisthe
largest haul of classified KGB recordsever obtained by the West.

TheMitrokhin archivesdocument M oscow’ stendency to seetheworldinthe darkest, most pessmidtic
terms, to suspect everyone and everything, and to assumethat global nuclear war wasnot merely aremote
theoretical possibility, but aclear, present, andimmediate danger. The Svord and the Shield also documents
M oscow’ stendency to pursue extremely aggressive—and often bizarre—intel ligence operationsto gain the
upper hand in what was perceived asanimpending global conflict.

Andrew and Mitrokhin reveal particularly dramatic evidence of Moscow’saarmist attitudesand
behavior inthe KGB’s pre-positioning on NATO territory, and possibly United Statesterritory, caches of
high-explosivesand armsintended for sabotage operationsin the event of war. After the Cold War, Russian
politica and military leadersnever disclosed theexistence of these cachestotheWest. Andrew and Mitrokhin's
information hasled to the discovery of armsand explosiveshiddenin Switzerland and Belgium, sofar. The
FBI isconducting an ongoing investigation for KGB armscachesin the United States.

Unfortunately, Vasili Mitrokhin could not appear before ustoday because of illnessinhisfamily.

However, we arefortunate to have with us Oleg Gordievsky, who served asthe KGB’s chief of
stationin London during the early 1980s. Gordievsky also collaborated with Christopher Andrew inthe
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book, KGB: Thelnside Sory, which describeshow Soviet political and military leadersbecame convinced that
nuclear war wasimminent. The protracted “war scare” in Moscow made East-West relations potentia ly far more
explosivethan was appreciated in Washington at thetime. For example, unknown to the West, the NATO theater
nuclear exerciseABLE ARCHER-83, conductedin November 1983, was misconstrued by the Sovietsaspossible
preparationsfor asurprise nuclear attack, and nearly triggered aSoviet preemptive nuclear strike.

How isdll of thisrelevant today?

Wall, for onething, the discovery of Russian explosivesand arms cacheson NATO territory appearsto
confirm or makemorecredibletheclamsof Stanidav Lunev, aformer colond in Russan military intelligence, who
testified before thiscommittee on August 4, 1998.

Lunev defected to the United Statesin 1992 after working for morethan adecadeintheU.S. asaGRU
operative. Lunev participatedinaGRU program collecting information on the President and senior U.S. political
and military leaders so they may betargeted for assassinationin theevent of war. Accordingto Lunev, smal man-
portable nuclear weapons—that could be disguised tolook like asuitcase—would be employed in adecapitating
Russan attack againgt U.S. leadersand key communicationsand military facilities. Colonel Lunev clamed that the
Russanmilitary andintelligence servicesstill regard the United States asthe enemy and consider war withtheU.S,
as“inevitable”

Colonel Lunev stated that man-portabl e nuclear weapons may aready belocated in the United States.
Lunev’'sclaimisbased on hisunderstanding of GRU doctrinefor employing theseweapons, which callsfor pre-
positioning nuclear wegponsin the United States during peacetime, beforeacrisisor war makes penetration of the
U.S. moredifficult. Lunev testified that he actively supported the GRU program to pre-position man-portable
nuclear weaponsin the United States by indentifyinginthe U.S. potentia hiding placeswhere such wesponscould
be stored and concealed until needed. Lunev was specially trained to disguise and camouflage such weapons.

Another reason L unev suspected small atomic weapons might already be pre-positioned in the United
Stateswas because Alexander Lebed, former Secretary of the Russian Security Council, toldaU.S. congressiona
delegationin May 1997 that dozens of such weaponswere unaccounted for. Lebed told the U.S. delegation, and
|ater testified beforethiscommittee on October 1, 1997, that the missing nuclear deviceswerethe perfect terrorist
weapon, asthe small A-bombswere madeto ook like suitcasesand could be detonated by one person with less
than 30-minutes preparation. |nahearing beforethiscommittee on October 2, 1997, Alexel Yablokov, aformer
member of the Russian Security Council and respected scientist, supported Lebed'sclaim that Russiahad in fact
manufactured “ suitcase” nuclear weapons. AlthoughtheRussangovernment initialy denied theexistence of these
weapons, M oscow eventually acknowledged that such weapons had been produced.

Colone Lunev suggested that the“ nuclear suitcases’ unaccounted for by General L ebed’ saudit of the
Russian nuclear stockpilemay, infact, be pre-positioned in NATO and the United States. Now we know fromthe
Mitrokhinarchivethat Russadid, infact, pre-position conventiona wegponsand explosives. Are* nuclear suitcases’
also somewhere out there?

No oneintheWest knowswhat aRuss an “ nuclear suitcase’ bomb actudly lookslike. However, wehave
with ustoday anotional model of what such adevicemight look like. Themode isinert, with no chemical or
nuclear explosivesor working partsthat could cause an explosion. Nor doesthe model havewires, to satisfy the
Bomb Squad’slegitimate security concerns, so that themodel may be brought into congressional spaces.

(MORE)
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Themodel isbased on unclassified dataon the componentsin an atomic artillery shell, to seeif sucha
system could bereassembled in asuitcase. Indeed, asit turnsout, the physics package, neutron generators,
batteries, arming mechanism and other essentiasof asmall atomic weapon canfit, just barely, in an attache case.
Theresult isaplutonium-fueled gun-type atomic weapon having ayield of one-to-ten kilotons, the sameyield
rangeattributed by General Lebed to the Russian “ nuclear suitcase” weapon.

But my remarks have perhaps dwelled excessively on“nuclear suitcases.” For theimplicationsof what
Christopher Andrew, Oleg Gordievsky, and theMitrokhinarchiveshavetotdl usismoreimportant. Theimplications
go to deeper, more profound issues about M oscow’ soverall worldview that may explain much in contemporary
Russian behavior that we find at once frightening, and puzzling. Isit possiblethat Moscow’salarmist threat
perceptionsintherecent Cold War continuetoday in the Russian military and intelligence services? Do Russian
military andintelligenceditesstill harbor “war scare” attitudes, fueled by Moscow’ sfear of thegrowing disparity
between East and West in military, economic, and political power? Doesthisexplain why Russiacontinues
building nuclear bunkers, such asthevast underground shelter at Yamantau Mountain, when it cannot even provide
housing for officersand ordinary people? Doesthisexplainwhy Russaisinvesting so heavily in new generations
of strategic nuclear missiles, spends scarce resources on nuclear wargamesthat send bombersflying toward
Alaskaand Europe, and has put such effort into devel oping anew nuclear warfighting doctrine? IsRussian nuclear
sabrerattling over NATO expansion and U.S.-led military operationsin the Bakkansand the Middle East more
than merely propagandaor, perhaps, real warningsthat should betaken more seriously?

Thetestimony wereceivetoday may hdpilluminatethesequestions. Professor Andrew and Mr. Gordievsky,
wewelcomeyou and thank you for being here. However, beforel turn thefloor over toyou, | want to call upon
Mr. Pickett, theranking Democrat, respectfully.



